Message from the Prime Minister of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

Hon. Dr. Harini Amarasuriya

Aswemarkthe 75 y of the Colombe Plan. itis
toreflectonth foundimp isinitiati
has had on th i of Asia

and the Pacific. Since its inception in 1951, the Colombo
Plan has grown from a group of seven nations to an
organisation of 26 member countries, all united by the
commaon geal of uplifting the lives of their people.

The Colombeo Plan’s foundation on the principles of self-
help and mutual has been in
human d across its
member states. This partnership has enabled ——=
countries to confidently navigate their =
paths, i w good

A effacth " K

Over the years, the Plan has d b d bl

evelving its programmes 1o meet the changing needs of its member countries.

This flexibility has ensured that it remains a relevant and unigue development
pable of addressing ¥

As Sri Lanka continues its journey of economic and social renaissance. | am
fi that the ing bond b Sri Lanka and the Coelombo Plan,
rooted in our shared history and mutual aspirations,
will undoubtedly continue to be a force for progress and
development,

I extend my best wishes for the continued success and
strength of the Colombao Plan, as it leads its member states
and the world towards a brighter future,

ge from the P of

The Colombo Plan Council

H.E. Trinh Thi Tam

Message from the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Employment and Tourism
Demaocratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

Hon. Vijitha Herath

It gives me great pleasure to extend my warm
to the Col Planon
the oceasion of its 75" Anniversary.

As a founding member and host country of the

Colombo PIan Sfi Lanka takes immense pride in
its with this

ganization andi ing contribution te regisnal

i ity-building  and e

P . capa
developmant.

The 75" Anniversary of the Colomto Plan
is not only a celebration of its rich legacy.
but alse a recegnition of its continued

and in an evelving global
landscape. Since its estadblishment in 1951, the Colombo Plan has served a5 a
valuable platform fer pari its Member

fostering economlc and soc{al development through sharing of knawiedqe
expertise and best practices,

Over the past seven and ha" decades, the Colombo Flan has played a
role in the of its Member Countries,
Guided by its founding principles of self-help and mutual
assistance, the Organization has continuousty adapted to

=) ging ) and wh:‘l’e
ini i ta regi gress. Its flagship
initiatives, including the Dreg Advisory Pregramme and the
Capacity Bulldlm; F continue to make

Hhiams italand
priorities, in |Mparliolpatlnqooun(ries

Asthe

oompl'e)t and interconnected challenges. the Co‘lombo
enhance its y

and forward-locking platform for development cooperation.

Looking ahead, the Colombe Plan will need to continue

strengthening cuope:auun among its Member Ceu, nInEs as

it responds to hall and new opp

Grealer g: the h of i ana
will be imp in ensuring that

the orqamzahon remains relevant and continues to serve its

members effectively.

There will also be value in maintaining a strong focus onareas such as capacity-building. human
capital deveronmenl and publuc sector hening. as well as in

and from Member Countries
will play an important to1e in supportmq the Colomba Plar's wark and its impact across the
region.

This anniversary holds particular significance for Viet Nam as we are honoured to hold the
current Presidency of the Colombo Plan Council. It is a privilege to serve the organization at this
inguished history and to contribute to advancing its shared vision
Viet Nam has greatly benefited from the Colombe Flan's programmes and initiatives over the
years, particularly in the areas of human resource development, capacity-building, technical

Through stronger and
It is my great honour to convey warm cong ions to o tosuppart inclusive, and peop
the Colombo Plan on the of its 75" il firmiy i to the visi of i Flan forward
For three-quarters of a century the Colombo Plan llas <l with th izationin p ing i ialogue among
served ag i ion among Member its Member Countries,
Countries, qulaoa by the enduring prirciples of self-help and
rrutual help. On thi ion of its 75" anni y. | wish ¥ My sincer he Council

and the stafl ul the Colombo Plan anrmnrinl fer their dedication and
service. | algo extend my heartfelt congratulations to all Member Countries on this histeric milestone
and my best wishes for the continued success of the Colombo Plan in the years ahead,

 the Secretary

Hessage from the Secretary-General of The Colombo Plan
H.E. Chulamanee Chartsuwan

Seventy-five years Is a long time in the life of any institution
- long enough to have witnessed the world remade from
post-World War reconstruction to globalization and then
deglobalization. That the Colombe Plan has endured through
all of it. and endured with purpose, is not something to be taken
lightly.

The Colembo Plan was founded on a simple but radical idea:
that the rations of this region could do mere for and together
with one another, threugh the principles of self-help and mutual
help, than they could do alone. That idea — captured in three
waords that remain our compass, Planning Prosperity Together
— has proven resilient and even more meannqﬂ.ﬂ Iruday The
i y has not ¥ ive not by

and i ing. We remain deeply appreciative of the Colombo

Plan's tand its positl ibution to Viet Nam's Journey,
As Picsrdent of the Colombeo Plan Council, | d by the inued and
of Member The strength of the Colombe Plan lies in this shared

sense of pturpose and ln& WI llingness to contribute to one anothers progress. Viet Nam remains

firmly o ] y with all Member Countries, the Secre:arrﬁenerm and the
fat to further g the izatien, enhance its and thatit

continues to respond to the evolving needs and aspirations of its members,

| would als like: to the ¥ I Or F. Reyes for his

and valuable contributions to advancing the
wark of the Calombe Plan over the past years. 'I'ooelhot wllh the Secretariat, he has played an
impertant role in the peration among its Member
Countries. | extend my sincere appreciation for his servlce and wish him every success in his
future endeavours.

At the same time, | look forward to working closely with the incoming Secretary-General,
Mrs, Chulamanee Chartsuwan and the Secretariat to build upon this strong foundation and to
further advance the Colombo Plan's mission in close partnership with all Member Countries.

Ag we mark this important milestone, | e)stond my best wtsho" for the contnnucd success of the
Calombe Plan and look forward to i gi perationin the years

still, but by knowing when to adapt and having the courage to de so. The Colomba Plan
has done that, and will continue to do so.

The story we celebrate today belongs to every member state, donor, and partner — past and
present — who have helped shape what this organisation has become. | am equally grateful to
the Government and people of Sri Lanka, whose hospitality has given our Secretariat a home for
seventy-five unbroken years, That too is no small thing.

Ihave takenoffi ith de for the trust of all bers, on thevery day that this organization
is ing its 75 y. Itisalso a i rmament. The thnon and lhe world are

igating gesof | depth peed towhich p ggling to keep
pace. The of i P lsnelng tested in ways that call for patience,
wisdom, and renewed itment to dial ! itution like the Colombo Plan

— trusted. experienced, and pelitically unencumbered — hasa role more vital than before.

My m:entuon ;s to work closely with all member states, partners, and stakehelders to ensure that
this ins fit for the ahead — not only inil but in its thinking
and its partnerships. Reform must be pursued thoughtfully and with purpese, in service of the
pEopIEs the Celombo Plan exists to serve. IhE next chapter, as with the last seventy-five years, will

donth stand coll of all whe believe in our shared mission,

Seventy-five years on, the founding conviction helds. Here is to the next chapter of Planning

Prosperity Together.
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J.R. JAYEWARDENE
Co-author of the Colombe Plan

ATES OF THE COLOMBO PLAN
i ;

-~ \ /
“ The Marshall Plan was aid / | |" = I.\ B Aighonisian =
iven by one country, America, to sy THE COLOMBO PLAN = =
given by ¥, ica, ‘ & Bl ustoio 1950 | [l mongoia 2004
several. A plan on similar lines for e [ - B o -
g _ ngladeh 1972 Ed Myonmor 1952
South-East Asia could not find ¥/ /¢ _ Traci B Years of |t o | 8 e b
such a generous giver. | thought LA 4 4 7 4 g ‘ = B Mep 5!
however that the idea was worth : e Brunei Dorussalom 2008 | @l Mewleciond 1950
pursuing. ” 5 i 1972 Pakistan 1950
=¥ The Founding: Ranyoo! = lndia 1950 | B PopuaNewGunca | 1973
: Beginni " | Thefirst movement of aid GROWTH = ndonesia 1953 | T e rnippines 1954
i : ; ; Fa™ —_— 1966 Souc Arabio 2012
_ BOINNINGS . . e vomen oo A = on v | B soine
ﬂl a greal aflight to New Zealand to 1 el - ® Jopen 1954 Singopore 1964
trainas dental nurses ona y . Repubkc of Korea 1962 BB sditonks 1950
::EE&;?[P(EQNCEI)E::QHM ' human two-year course. The first 7 :_ B looboz ws1 | B moond =
“ ﬂmml.lle tangible delivery under the N _‘ - BE ooy 1957 B vetron 2004
Longbefore the war had ended, Colombeo Plan. y | § B m Y
| had been deeply concerned with -
the inevitable post-war problems el A J
that would beset this vast area | THE COLOMBO PLAN AT SEVENTY-FIVE
withits ever-increasing population Jan 1950 In January 1950, Colombo became the first Asian city to host
pressures and disturbed by the | a Commonwealth conference on foreign affairs. Out of those
failure and reluctance on the part of more fortunate legenenweaith Conferencsor g 1969 .“rasn“m"re dellbarations cams af i that tw G e FROFCSgaRr R
Tohs to asslst in ving these probl in a manner Foreign Affairs opens in Colombo ) 1Jul 1951 The Colombo Plan Gets a flag mi'a[ an“ the conference fused into one. Australia’s Percy Spender urged
which held out any real hope for people whose lives Colombo becomes the first Asian The Colombo Plan Flagi y that the developed Commenwealth countries supply technical
had encouraged them to entertain little expectation of ,' city to host a Commonwealth "nme

MATURITY & DRIFT 1973 assistance to the developing nations of the region. Ceylon's
A L ¥ 5 o officially launched
betterment of their lot. meeting on foreign affairs. Australia’s Y

FI «J.R. Jayewardene proposed that they provide capital as well. The
| i 4 ! e ioral sklll]ng & ') Colombo Plan Staff conference agreed to do both. A Consultative Committee was
| Percy Spender and Ceylon's J.R. E e[fl-“” ' e ‘ ' | College opensin formed to survey what the region needed and what, between its
1 T — | Jayewardene propose North-to- {qo.rcrnn.gn‘tal o Singapore members, it already had.
— | T South cooperation. The proposals are AL AL = ' i i instituti i
e S ndlaccap e tnanimols, I economic and social Vel 1 23 Co_nsultatwe_ The idea became an institution over the lollowurllg months. .It
L ¥ T T A 20-year summary: i i al Committee Meeting was 1o be called the Colombo Plan for Co-operative Economic
will be called the Colombo Plan, named iy = 2 o R i " } also adopts the Development in South and South-East Asia. Members agreed
> G.M. WILSON after Colombo. J.outh and .Soutrmfdst USD 35.8 billionin cz 7 s i Mernorn that assistance should not be fined to the G Itk
First Director of the Colombo Plan Bureau I Asia comes into being. ass o - L dorstariinaT On 1July 1951, the Plan was formally launched. Its seven founding
'Y = » I T nacsantisin members were all Commonwealth realms— Australia, Britain,
L 4 “ | artived i C | ji the Staff College. Canada, Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), India, New Zealand and Pakistan
A charge of the Bureau in August 1.7 1973 Elllallsmll, :t,:::i;sh:s&‘;ﬁr Wesfalready dpen’ (G0 NorRCoNCIERILD
1951. It had started functioning . consolidation i
. a few months earlier under the 1 p E ' Drug Advisery y Assistlance was arranged hilateramf. member to member, and
i interimquidance of E.J. Toogood. . - == Programme is launched nl-ossmds 197‘] coordmate‘ﬁ from a small Bureau in Colombo lha_t anlswered
We were housed, thanks to the 2016 2005 — to a council of the members themselves. Through its first two
| o . I ™ A new name decades the Plan put much of its weight behind infrastructure
g y of the of Ceylon, inthe Secre‘lanat | Indonesia launces South-South The Korea Development Institute School of Public Under aravised and the skilling of a workfarce, on a principle it has never
building... In those early days when we were still trying to and Traingular Cooperation (SSTC) Policy joins the Long-Term Scholarship Programme— REVIVAL == cﬂa l‘.w th abandoned and still names today — self-help and mutual help.
find our feet there was plenty to keep us occupied both in Programmes, aimed at supporting it will become the programme’s longest-standing - - cons_' ution;the Trainees and students went abroad on fellowships, advisers
the office itself and in our journeyings around our parish. capacity-building and knowledge- SpPONSOr. /"’ "‘ B ™ N - At the 23 Consultative Planis renamed assigned where they were wanted, equipment supplied to build
oy = : o J - g The Colombo Plan the roads, power, telecommunications and irrigation that the
o ——— sharing among member countries. [ Committee Meeting in for Cocanarariia AL 4 ol ;
v 'Y EXPANSION ‘ L - ] Wellington, New Zealand, . PeIa 9 acked. Themost telling sign of fts working
! 1 d d Pl eatabliches | > Economic and Social was that several countries which began as recipients, had by
- | H i FAT R r’—l L _V"VT\ ! the first international y/ Development in Asia the 1980s become donors in their turn.
. : i 1 ._.' | . . - A | '\ '\ \ ,/J programme dedicated to and the Pacific. The Plan also widened its purpose. As drug dependency
ALAN STRACHAN ~a | / / / fighting substance abuse 1980 spread through a region that sat between two of the worlds
Eighth Director of the Colombo Plan Bureau el [ / ! r in the Asia-Pacific e i three largest sources of narcetics — the Golden Triangle of
= . E H e Plan gets an indefinite lifespan Myanmar, Thailand and Lao PDR, and the Golden Crescent of
a “ A Ya \/-_’4'\. ‘/f‘h\_s N\ - - w o . : Ir:n. Afghanistan and Pakistan — the members established a
A thread running through T - a4 Atthe 28" Consultative Committee Drug Advisory P ata ing in Welli It was
/ P ing i 5 Plan's li St : o =
the development story under / ' 1996 N ul c“ ) feetingln qakart_a_.the lanis lifespap the first international body created to confront substance
the Colombo Plan is Technical 7 , EW directions; is extended indefinitely, obviating the abuse in the Asia-Pacific, A Staff College for technician
Assistance.  Throughout  the B Sri Lanka host-country mm.m.snu“] 1 need for five-year renewals. education followed. The Plan was no longer only a clearing-
years, changes in the scope of 3 e status formalised house for bilateral aid: it was building shared institutions its
programmes, both to broaden ﬁlllllil! reach AM ; IIII!II members ran together.
and accelerate development, have been effected.... The Oct 2023 A derslee::z(:nm::ntns Then it nearly ended. In 1989 the Technical Co-operation
progress | was able to observe, the desire of people to help L X alm new ngg Scheme that had been the Plan's core came to an abrupt
th . Maritime Advisory the Colombo Plan status i i i
emselves, the search for knowledge, both academic and P tablished | ChHallenues y ; : 1995 halt, and in November 1991 two of its founding members,
technical, was heart warming. rogramme establishe [ equivalent to international and Britain and Canada, announced their withdrawal. The
” o | inter-governmental missions. Dr Kim Hak-Su takes office in January 1995 foundation shook. The world had changed since 1951: the
i e J : United Nations system had matured, development banks
,"I 5T Y ErTr— i The Republic of Korea's Dr Kim Hak-Su becomes the and bilateral aid agencies had multiplied, and the "East Asian
- .'J ! 'J | fl I e s | 2024 first Secretary-General of the revitalised Colombo Plan. Miracle” had lifted several members so far that they needed
) L / little external help. Other agencies were now doing much of
Athree-year pilotin The Colombe Plan ! what the Plan had once done almost alone. The question its
JOHN RYAN partnership with the Sri Lanka b Foundation is created 2001 members faced was stark, and the official history puts it
16* Director of the Colombe Plan Bureau Ports Authority, officially e ED plainly — whether to end or to endure.
] e Plan turns
! | | launched on 31 January 2024, 2026 They chose to endure, and to change. In January 1835
John RY;“ descrlbed[ thh'e fI”'SI I b i roh Graduate e HEutas T hallard A children’s art competition across Dr Kim Hak-Su of the Republic of K b ge, arriving
two) or three years tofihis time i 2 uRa r:nfrnal b fu eé ta:S:n i member countries marks the 50 with a pledge of financial backing. Reforms followed. The
in Colombo as “times of great g SR e L A anniversary. 296 entries received; chief officer was redesignated Secretary-General; Bureau
emptiness”. Just before JohnRyan [ Sponsorship in May 2026. displayed at the 38" Consultative became Secretariat; new Constitution was adopted. The
ended his term as director, the i 1 me 2026 " 1 1 Committee meeting in Colombo. institution that had been built for South and Southeast
shape of the modern Colombo Flan
was being discussed in Seoul in late 1994. "Seoulwas arich | 75 years of advancing shared progress

Asia began to carry its experience further, into Africa,
into Latin America as a practitioner of South-South

peration. Over the ing two decades it grew into
something its founders could not have foreseen: a global
leader in drug demand reduction, training and accrediting
personnel across continents.

reward for those empty years when there was nothing to
do, and I went home to New Zealand in good heart - we had '
pulled it off." i

o bl

8 DR KIM HAK-SU
. First Secretary-General of the
| Colombo Plan Secretariat

Seventy-five years is long enough to judge an institution
by its record rather than its intentions. The Colombo
' Plan's record runs from a small room in Colombo and a
o\ six-year plan on paper to a membership that learned to

. teach one another, weathered the loss of its founders,
S Landa's bt Wihaile Bracd - Bank of Caylon, " + o
is homred o b i n e bl and remade itself without abandoning the premise it
DO Fles secures & gl win ot the ki s the ey 4 Lo bk was built on. It was always, at bottom, an arrangement
“ b -omiasrssetd e g A eyt v i e Ly % a region made among its own members. That it has
The new life of the organisation T workieciogs Gyt DK HOVCES Globally recegnised. Proudly S Lankan. lasted Ihree-qua;;e:s of a century ok';; an idea is the
: 5 achievement the 75" anniversary marks.
RS, n?‘ in the ha"?‘s of donor The Colombo Plan Secretariat NO.1 BANKING APP =i Y
countries but rather in the hands 5% Floor, M2M offi RECOCGNISED OLOBALLY
of recipient developing countries. I N i g

{ As H.E. Chulamanee Chartsuwan assumes office today
as the 9" Secretary-General of the Colombo Plan, we
look forward to her leadership in guiding the institution
into its next decade. We wish her every success in the

- years ahead.

No. 34, W.A.D Ramanayake Mawatha, Colombe 02, Sri Lanka.
X :@ColomboFian |www.facebook.com/ColomboPlan
www.colombo-plan.org
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